
Bringing light to hidden places — for over 40 years of quiet service.
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40 years 



Founded in Bossey, Switzerland 1985

The Finnish chaplain Pekka Viiree took the initiative to a 
network of European chaplains.

During the first ten years, with Peter Rassow as president, 
IPCA worked a lot with expanding around the world. Alan 
Duce from the U.K. contacted the World Council of 
Churches and got names and contact information to 
prison chaplains around the world. 

With financial support from the Correctional Services 
Canada (CSC) the numbers of participants of the 
conferences in 1995, 2000 and 2005 increased a lot and 
more than 300 chaplains from more than 70 countries 
participated
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During his time in Vienna, the 
Protestant Reverend Pekka Viiree 
visited St. Stephen's Cathedral and 
saw a Painting of the Virgin Mary.

As he meditated, he saw Mary as 
the “Mother of the Sentenced 
Jesus” and this encouraged him to 
develop the vision of an 
international forum for Prison 
Chaplains as they seek to serve 
those serving their sentences.
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During the first ten years, with Reverend 
Peter Rassow (Germany) as president, IPCA 
worked a lot with expanding around the 
world. Reverend Alan Duce from the U.K. 
contacted the Churches, the United 
Nations, Universities in Finland and the 
Netherlands, the World Council of Churches 
and got names and contact information of 
prison chaplains around the world. 

From 1995, with financial support from the 
Correctional Services of Canada (CSC), 
under the presidency of Reverend Doctor 
Pierre Allard (Canada) the numbers of 
participants of the conferences in 1995 and 
2000 increased a lot and in 2005, more than 
300 chaplains from more than 70 countries 
participated. 5



In the 1995 conference the theme was 
“Reconciliation: the Challenge for Prison 
Chaplains”.

Quote from the conference declaration:

To governments

“The conference is aware of the success of 
“Victim/Offender Reconciliation 
Schemes”. 

It expresses the hope all Governments 
will put more resources in developing the 
reconciliation possible between victims 
and offenders.”

6



All this is from God, who 
reconciled us to himself 
through Christ and gave us 
the ministry of reconciliation.

— 2 Corinthians 5:18 (NIV)
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22.8.1985 Thursday
8.15 Breakfast
9.00 Morning prayer Norway
9.30 Plenary Session: Topic 1:I-II.
10.30 Coffee break
ll.OO plenary continues
12.30 Lunch
13.30 Group meetings: Topic 1: III-V (Victimes of 
crime Youth. crime and justice. Formulation and 
application of United Nations Standars and norms in 
criminal justice(Human Rights)Solitary 
confinements. Longs Term imprisonment challange to 
theology) 

15.30 Tee
Group nseetinos continues
17.00 Plenary .session: Topic [II-V
18.30 Dinner
20.00 Evening seminar : Human rights a challange to
Prison Chaplains and theology. Introduced by Alan 
Duce
22.00 Evening 1iturgy Norwav
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Revised Program oF
The INTERNATIONAL PRISON ,CHAPLAINS CONSULTATION
21-25 08  1985
The Ecumenical Institute , CHATEAU DE BOSSEY
CH-129S CELINGNY.Switzerland
Telephone:Geneva (022) 762531

PROGRAMME
21.8.19S5 Wednesday
Arrival of participants
12.00-14.45
12.30 Lunch
l3.30-l4.45 Registration of the participants at the ecumenical 
institute

15.UO Opening Session
15.30 Tee
16.30 Formation of working groups
16.45 Group meetings: Topic 1: I-I I . (.New dimensions of cr
iniinality and crime prevention in the context of developement: 
challange for the future and theology.
Criminal justice processes and perspectives in a changing world.
18.30 Dinner
20.00 Evening liturgy Findland
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First World Day of Prayer for Prison Ministry
Organised by the international Prison
Chaplains' Association (IPCA) in commemoration
of the Silver Jubilee Celebration of IPCA
21s' - 25th August 1985 - 21st 25th August 2009

Under the theme: “Forgotten People” 

“God Presence in Prison”
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"My father and mother may 
abandon me but the Lord will 
take care of me" (Psalm 27:10)

Prepared by the Military and Prisons Chaplain
in collaboration with the Department for Men's Work, Lay Training and Evangelism.



During a meeting in Manila in the 
Philippines in November 2008 the steering 
committee decided to announce a yearly 
World Day of Prayer for all prison ministries 
including Prison Chaplains, volunteers, 
inmates, their families, victims etc. Hence 
every 25th August is the World Day of 
Prayer for Prison Ministry, which is the IPCA 
birthdate.

The symbol of IPCA depicts prison bars 
broken by the cross of reconciliation and 
intersected by rays of God's spirit 
comforting the world.
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DAY ONE: 21ST AUGUST 2009.

Launching of Activities with Worship Services in Prison:
Psalm 27:1-14
First Lesson: Isaiah 42:6-9
Second Lesson: Deuteronomy: 30:1-20
Text: John 14:1-6
God remains our light and Salvation in the darkness of prison. Our parents, relatives 
and loved ones may abandon us but He will take care of us.
While in prison we should ask Him what He wants us to do. Even those unjustly 
imprisoned should ask Him to lead them along a safe path because of their enemies 
who attack them with lies and threats. While in prison we should believe that we will 
live to see God's goodness.
We should Tmst in the Lord, Have Faith and not Despair.
God has called us to prison minisb-y and given us power to see that justice is done 
on earth. Though our ministry He makes a covenant with all people: inmates, prison 
administrators and the community of God's people. Through our devotion and 
commitment to seek and do His will, he brings light to the nations to open the eyes 
of the blind and set free those who sit in dark prisons.
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“Justice Reflections” – an important 
IPCA project as part of the IPCA 
Mission, under the leadership of 
Pierre Allard.

In conjunction with Queens 
University Theological College in 
Kingston, Canada an International 
Diploma in Restorative Justice was 
created and every summer a number 
of prison chaplains from different 
parts of the world – mostly from the 
developing countries - were at the 
University to take part in three weeks 
of intensive training.



At IPCA IV in South Africa in 2000 one of 
the biggest concerns was health of 
inmates.

Quote from the conference declaration:

To Governments

“The conference asks all governments to 
show more concern about the dramatic 
spread of tuberculosis and AIDS. It urges 
them to improve welfare provision for 
those afflicted with these diseases.”

But it was also a very unique year!
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To Governments

“The conference notes that 
this is the Millennium Year. 
It invites leaders to make 
this a year of hope for 
prisoners by making every 
possible legal provision for 
amnesties. This could 
apply to prisoners serving 
less than twelve months 
and to women who have 
dependent children.”
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The Stole that we are using as the IPCA 
Presidential stole is passed from one 
president to the other during the 
commissioning of the new IPCA 
President. On this picture it is being 
put on Rodney Moores shoulders by 
Dwight Cuff.

There are a couple of different stories 
about how the stole came into IPCA’s 
possession, but so far none is fully 
confirmed.
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Quinquennial meetings

➔ 1985 IPCA I, Switzerland. Elected 
president Peter Rassow, Germany

➔ 1990 IPCA II, Switzerland. Peter Rassow 
was re-elected.

➔ 1995 IPCA III, Canada. Elected president, 
Pierre Allard, Canada.

➔ 2000 IPCA IV, South Africa. Pierre Allard 
was re-elected.

➔ 2005 IPCA V, Canada. Elected president 
was Birgitta Winberg, Sweden.
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Quinquennial meetings

➔ 2010 IPCA VI, Sweden. Elected president 
was Dwight Cuff, Canada.

➔ 2015 IPCA VII, Australia. Elected 
president was Rodney Moore.

➔ 2020 No conference due to the 
pandemic, but David Buick was elected 
president as a member of the steering 
committee. 
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UN Team
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The whole idea of IPCA 
was influenced by the 
UN.

Even the reason why the 
first meeting was held in 
Bossey, Switzerland was 
due to the UN. 

Many chaplains were 
attending the 7th UN 
Congress on the 
Prevention of Crime and 
the Treatment of 
Offenders at that time.
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2014: IPCA got advisory status 
with ECOSOC, within the UN

The IPCA UN-team was 
founded in 2015
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The UN has upheld the work of prison chaplains 
for a long time and during the years it has been 
discussed to seek NGO-status. The actual work 
started in 2007. 



During the years 2005-2010 the 
financial support from Correctional 
Services and churches started to 
decrease, making it harder to get 
funding for participants in 
conferences and IPCA projects. 

So, to focus on becoming an NGO 
was therefore more important and 
with the help of organisations with 
similar goals, that already was NGO:s 
- International Commission of 
Catholic Prison Pastoral Care 
(ICCPPC) and Penal Reform 
International (PRI), a work to 
strengthen the credibility of IPCA 
took place.
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During the years 2005-2010 the financial support 
from Correctional Services and churches started to 
decrease, making it harder to get funding for 
participants in conferences and IPCA projects. 
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So, to focus on becoming an NGO was therefore 
more important and with the help of 
organisations with similar goals, that already 
was NGO:s - International Commission of 
Catholic Prison Pastoral Care (ICCPPC) and 
Penal Reform International (PRI), a work to 
strengthen the credibility of IPCA took place.



It tells an important story about the work 
IPCA does. Pointing at the main problems 
like poverty, leading to medical and mental 
health problems, unsafe neighborhoods, 
substandard school, lack of job possibilities, 
poor housing conditions and so on. All 
together there are huge problems with 
stigmatization even before they end up in 
the prison system.
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During the UN CSocD62 in the UN HQ in 
New York in 2024, IPCA held a much 
appreciated side event. It was titled "A 
Human Dignity and Faith Perspective on the 
Eradication of Poverty as one of the Main 
Root Causes of Incarceration in the World". 



The goal of the UN team is to 
meet people working  within 
the Alliance of other NGO:s with 
advisory status in the UN. To 
help pinpoint problems like the 
ones mentioned and doing so 
from a grass root perspective. 

We do not have a head office, 
with people that come to the 
UN conferences. And others 
that visit the prisons. All 
members in the UN team work 
on the prison floors and listen to 
the inmates' stories on a daily 
basis. 

That is the strength of IPCA!
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“The conference notes that this is 
the Millennium year. It invites 
leaders to make this a year of 
hope (Tsepo) for prisoners by 
making every possible legal 
provision for amnesties. This 
could apply to prisoners serving 
less than twelve months and to 
women who have dependent 
children.”
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