
 

IPCA Day of Prayer – August 25th 2021 

In 2008, the IPCA Steering Committee chose a special day of prayer to remember prison ministry. 

The date chosen was August 25th, the birthday of IPCA. Every year one of the regions prepares the 

prayer day program; this year, it has been prepared by members of IPCA Europe. 

 

Theme for 2021 – Looking Back, Looking Around, Looking Ahead 

This year, we have three sets of prayers. You may want to pray them by yourself, together with 

others, or online with others due to the ongoing challenges of the pandemic. If you are involved in 

prison chaplaincy, you may want to pray with your chaplaincy team and some of the prisoners under 

your care, if possible.  

 

Opening Bible Reading:  2 Corinthians 1.3-5 (CSB) 

3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the God of 

all comfort. 4 He comforts us in all our affliction,  so that we may be able to comfort those who 

are in any kind of affliction, through the comfort we ourselves receive from God. 5 For just as 

the sufferings of Christ overflow to us, so also through Christ our comfort overflows.  

 

We pray for those who have been involved in prison chaplaincy and ministry over the last 

year, through the ongoing challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic and the uncertainty of 

what lies ahead. In today’s prayers we look back at what has been – we open our eyes to 

what is around us – and we look forward in faith and hope to the future.  

Let us pray… 

Looking Back 

Father God, we look back at the COVID Pandemic that has affected us all so deeply and 

continues to challenge us to this day. Please support and encourage prison chaplains around 

the world who have struggled over the last 18 months with their ministry. 

We pray for the chaplains who have spent time face-to-face with prisoners, and those who 

have been unable to visit prisons in person.  

We pray for their prisoners who have struggled with too much time in their cells and without 

visits from family and friends. 



We pray for those chaplains who have suffered ill health or who have died due to the COVID 

pandemic. 

We pray for chaplains who feel frustrated, weary, and at the end of their strength. We pray 

for chaplains who have left their ministry due to the heavy burden of pastoral care during the 

pandemic, or who have been sidelined or ignored by the prisons they work in. 

Lord in your mercy, Hear our Prayer 

Looking Around 

Lord God, we commit the uncertainty of the year ahead into your hands.  

We pray for prison chaplains stepping back into their ministry and the fear and anxiety that 

some will feel. We pray protection over them and the prisoners and prison staff that they 

serve. 

We pray for prison chaplains who are still suffering the affects of Long COVID and those who 

have struggled with isolation and loneliness during national lockdowns and restrictions.  

We pray for chaplains who are struggling with poor mental health after a difficult 18 months, 

that they may be supported, encouraged and healed. 

We thank you for the efforts of COVID vaccinators and pray that all those who live and work 

in prisons may receive the vaccine. 

Lord in your mercy, Hear our Prayer 

Future 

Lord God, as they look to the future, may you recharge, re-inspire, and encourage prison 

chaplains across the globe, as they seek to bring life, light and mercy to those in their care.  

We pray that your Holy Spirit may remove any obstacles in their path and give them 

resilience, peace and strength for the months ahead.  

We thank you that in the absence of prison chaplains in some prisons, you have continued to 

work to shape the lives of prisoners and bring new life even in dark times. 

We pray for a new generation of prison chaplains to rise up and take hold of your message 

of love and grace to prisoners around the world. 

Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all times and in every way. The Lord be with 

you all 

2 Thessalonians 3.16 (NIV) 


